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Air Safety Circular No. 3 of 2006

Subject: Importance of Wearing Seat Belts/ Shoulder Har ness.

The anadyss of the recent accidentdincidents to small
arcraftshelicopters has reveaed that in some cases pilots/passengers have
lost their life or received serious injuries due not using safety equipments
such as shoulder harness/seat belts etc.

In few accidents, the damage to the structure was not such so as to
cause serious/fatal injuries to crews/passengers but it did happen. The same
could have been avoided/minimized if passengers/crew had redized the
importance of use of shoulder harness/seat beltsin time.

In one of the accidents a passenger died due drowning because he
could not open his seat belt. This is indicative of improper briefing by the
crew. It is the responsbility of PFilot in Command, in case of small
aeroplane/helicopters, to brief all passengers about procedure of
fastening/unfastening of seat belts and use of safety equipments in the cabin
before commencement of flight. These requirements aready exist.

Instances are on record wherein the passengers traveling in large
arcraft also have received injuries due not using the safety belts.

In view of the above dl the scheduled/non-scheduled/private
arcraft/helicopter operators are advised to ensure that their Pilots/Cabin
Crew carry out the safety briefing before each flight which should include
the fastening/unfastening of the seat belts & use of Safety Equipments.

For Safety of aircraft operations and to improve survivability of
occupants in case of any mishaps, your co-operation is requested.
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